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Abstract: A campaign designed to negate Chinese characters and Chinese culture was launched after Japan entered into the

modern era. It is in this background that the proposal on the use of Roman alphabets was set forth. Along with this

proposal,came the battle between the two divergent views over the marking system of Roman alphabets. This debate

lasted from the Meiji Period to the Postwar Period. Even today, both of the two marking systems are still in use. This

paper aims to analyze the causes for the coexistence of the two marking systems, make an account of their historical

development and elaborate on their current situation.
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